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CONFERENCE DAY 2 – OBJECTIVES 

 Build excitement and esprit de corps among CARG membership about progress to date

 Provide an opportunity for the CARG members to provide input around important issues, notably sustainability

 Generate (virtual) connections among CARG membership



CARG Infrastructure Grant

MPIs: Drs. William Dale, Supriya Mohile, and Heidi Klepin

(CARinG; NIA: R21/33)



CARG INFRASTRUCTURE GRANT SPECIFIC AIMS
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Aim 1

• Solidify the 
Infrastructure 
and Expertise

Aim 2

• Utilize the 
Sustainable 
Infrastructure 

Aim 3

• Support and 
Guide High-
Priority 
Research 
Projects 

Aim 4

• Identify, 
Cultivate, and 
Mentor 
Investigators 

Aim 5

• Disseminate 
through 
Effective 
Communication 
Strategies



SETTING THE FOUNDATION 
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HOW THIS PROPOSAL WILL PROPEL AGING AND 

CANCER RESEARCH FORWARD

This proposal will establish the infrastructure, infused with our current supportive, 

collaborative culture, needed to: 

1) Accelerate high-quality research at the aging and cancer interface

2) Attract and mentor investigators

3) Combine aging and cancer research to form a pipeline of sustainability for the field of 

geriatric oncology

4) Disseminate these results to a broader community to nationally improve the care of 

older adults with cancer
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CARING/ CARG ACCOMPLISHMENTS
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R33 Phase NOA – June 2020

Clinical Implementation Core

•Membership

•358 current members

•58 new members in 2020 

•New Website

•New Logo

•Newsletter

•Zoom Meeting Attendance (~70 people) 

CARG

Pilot Grants 

•44 Inquiries Submitted (2020)

•Cores, SCOREboard, CARG Meetings 

Research Inquiry Forms

CARG Buddy Program 

Analytics Core - Public Datasets for GeriOnc Research



Pilot Grant Year Grant Support Timeframe
Pilot Grant 1 2 $15,000 9/1/19-8/31/20

Pilot Grant 2 3 $20,000 2020-2021

Pilot Grant 3 3 $20,000 2020-2021

Pilot Grant 4 3 $20,000 2021-2022

Pilot Grant 5 4 $20,000 2021-2022

Pilot Grant 6 4 $20,000 2021-2022

Pilot Grant 7 4 $20,000 2021-2022

Pilot Grant 8 5 $20,000 2022-2023

Pilot Grant 9 5 $20,000 2022-2023

CARING PILOT GRANTS 

• Nine awards will be funded during the grant period
• The goal is for this internal pilot funding to serve as a foundation/model upon which future investigators will design and 

initiate research projects leading to externally funded awards and foster research collaborations across cancer centers.
• Each application must be accompanied by a letter of support from the institution of the investigator, and must discuss 

explicitly how CARG infrastructure resources (e.g. data, Core support) are needed to facilitate the next steps for the research 



CARinG Pilot Grant Process
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Final Decision CARinG Advisory Board Meeting – November 20, 2020  

Review Pilot Grant Review Session – October 30, 2020

•17 reviewers – first, secondary, statistical, patient advocate reviewers  

Application Pilot Grant Application – October 1, 2020 

•6 applications received

LOI Letter of Intent Survey – August 2020

•19 LOIs submitted - 3 international LOIs = 16 LOIs Total 

RFA Request for Application Announcement – July 2020 



2020 PILOT GRANT AWARDEES!

Pilot Grant Institution Title 

Melissa Loh University of 

Rochester

A Telehealth Advance Care Planning Intervention for 

Older Patients with Acute Myeloid Leukemia and 

Myelodysplastic Syndrome 

Katherine Clifton Washington 

University in St. 

Louis

Evaluation of Loneliness and Social Isolation in Older 

Adults with Cancer 

Sarah Wall Ohio State 

University 

Geriatric assessment with management for older adult 

hematopoietic cell transplant candidates



2020 CARinG Pilot Grant  - List of Reviewers 

• Gregory Abel

• Shabbir Alibhai

• Beverly Canin

• Eva Culakova

• Clark Dumontier

• Tomma Hargraves

• Chuck O'Shea

• Marianne Razavi

• John Simmons

• Enrique Soto

• Ishwaria Subbiah

• Can-Lan Sun

• Virginia Sun

• Mary Whitehead

• Melisa Wong

• Huiwen Xu
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Core Inquiry Process 

Inquiry Form Survey Leadership Core Consultations

Cores

SCOREboard 

Meetings

Core Meeting 

CARG Meeting

SCOREboard Meeting 



Core Inquiry Forms (N=44, 2020)
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Core Inquiry Forms: 
What phase of development 
is your 
question/proposal/project?



Sources:

Evidence of Amplification via Twitter

Defining Undertreatment and Overtreatment in Older Adults With Cancer: A Scoping Literature Review

Twitter 
Chats 2020

How Is Geriatric Assessment Used in Clinical Practice for Older Adults With Cancer? A Survey of Cancer Providers by the 
American Society of Clinical Oncology

https://doi.org/10.1200/jco.19.02809
https://doi.org/10.1200/op.20.00442

